
   

Fall 2017 Course Schedule 

Classes Begin September 25/26 & End October 30/31 

Monday Mornings at Sun City 
Social Center, 2 Texas Drive, 78633 

Activities Center, 1 Texas Drive, 78633 

Monday 
8:30 am – 10:00 am 
Activities Center, Atrium  
“Is a Self-Creating Universe a Viable Hypothesis?” 
Hank Haliasz, MBA 
Is our universe and all it contains, including life on planet 
Earth, possible without the intervention of a divine being?  
That idea offered by Howard Bloom in his book, The God 
Problem - How a Godless Cosmos Creates, will be presented 
and explored by Hank Haliasz.  He will guide you from the 
Big Bang theory to the present.  You will explore the future, 
piecing together the events of history, science, mathe-
matics and philosophy.   
  Hank served in the Air Force and worked with NASA space 
programs.  He also worked for IBM and founded his own com-
pany.  He has been teaching at Senior University since 2004. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Monday 
8:30 am – 10:00 am 
Activities Center, Rooms 3 & 4  
“Anatomy of an Oil Field” 
Dave Weinberg, PhD 
This course briefly reviews energy per se, then on to source 
and reservoir rocks, traps, and seals. Classical and newer 
drilling and production technologies are discussed, with 
some time spent on fracking.  Various technical, social, and 
economic challenges that must be overcome are included. 
No formal training is required. 
  Dave earned his PhD in geology from Texas A&M Universi-
ty. He worked for Shell, CITGO, Conoco, the Idaho National 
Laboratory, and the Department of Homeland Security. He 
has been teaching adult education classes since 2009.  
This course is limited to 40 students. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Monday 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
Social Center, Ballroom 
“Debt” 
Stephen Benold, MD 
This course will cover some of the actual finance of debt 

instruments, debt in relation to household finance, the use 
of debt as a part of corporate finance, and national debt, 
and its relation to interest rates, inflation and economic 
growth. 
  Stephen Benold has been teaching economics and various 
other courses for Senior University for 17 years.  His under-
graduate degree was in Economics from Rice University 
where he was the Hayden Honor Scholar in Economics.  He 
retired as medical director of the Williamson County EMS, 
but he maintains a private financial practice. 
 
Monday 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
Activities Center, Rooms 1 & 2 
“The Short Story XI:  That Glimpse of Truth” 
Gwen Hauk, PhD 
This class examines “that glimpse of truth” from the view-
point of a variety of short story authors.  The text for this 
course is That Glimpse of Truth edited by David Miller.  Class 
members can obtain the book from the library, electronic 
reader, online, and used book stores.  The class is designed 
to provide time for in-depth discussion.   
  Dr. Gwen Hauk is Vice-President Emeritus of Educational 
Services at Temple College, Temple, Texas.  Dr. Hauk holds a 
PhD from Texas A&M University.  She taught English at 
Temple College for 25 years. 
This course is limited to 15 students. 
 
Monday 
10:30 am - 11:30 am 
Social Center, Ballroom 
“The Maya:  Past and Present”   
Clark Wernecke, PhD 
This six-week course will cover the history of the Maya 
from the earliest discovered sites, through the relations of 
the different city states to the present-day Maya who occupy 
Central and South America. 
  Dr. Clark Wernecke is the Executive Director for the Gault 
School.  Dr. Wernecke brings a unique blend of scholarship 
with degrees in history, business and anthropology.  Dr. 
Wernecke has worked in the Middle East, Mesoamerica, the 
American Southeast and Southwest, and Texas. 

This class is FULL 

This class is FULL 
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Monday 
10:30 am - 11:30 am 
Activities Center, Atrium 
“System Thinking in a Changing World” 
Peter Steinke, PhD 
We will examine Bowen Family System Theory as it relates to 
human functioning, leadership, anxiety and the cornerstone 
idea – differentiation of self (maturity).  All organizations are 
“emotional systems.”  Bowen Theory addresses how that emo-
tional system functions and deals with human relationships in a 
body of people.  Some topics include: (1) What is System Think-
ing; (2) Triggers of Anxiety; (3) Secrets, Sabotage and Triangles; 
(4) Leadership in an Emotional System – Malignant Narcissism; 
and (5) System Thinking and A Changing World. 
  Dr. Peter Steinke is an internationally respected church con-
sultant and author of several bestselling books on system think-
ing.  He has served as a pastor of a church, director of a coun-
seling center and educator.  He has completed over two hun-
dred interventions with conflicted systems – both large and 
small organizations. 
This five-week course begins on  September 25 and ends on 
October 23.  No class on October 30. 

 
Monday 
10:30 am – 12:00 noon 
Activities Center, Rooms 1 & 2 
“Beginning Memoir Writing” 
Alan Dawes 
Everyone has a story to tell:  the story of your family, the times 
you lived through and the events you have witnessed.  Memoir 
Writing will get you started in capturing your story in good 
company. Using prompts, your stories will reflect the topics 
of your life's journey.  We will also address how to self-publish 
these memories.   
  Alan Dawes has been writing memoirs and teaching memoir 
writing for many years.  Recently he self-published a collection 
of memoirs based on his life in England before coming to the 
United States in 1960.  Written for his three children, The Shoe 
Box Stories was both a surprise gift and appreciated gift to 
them.  
This course is limited to 12 students. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Monday 
10:30 am - 12:00 noon 
Activities Center, Rooms 3 & 4 
“Willa Cather” 
Agnes Robinson, MA 
Willa Cather is a master creator of characters in language that 
is powerful and unadorned.  There are no heroes or villains, 
only ordinary human beings meeting the challenges of daily 
living.  The course will begin with One of Ours, a short novel set 
in World War I and is based on Cather's interviews with soldiers 
returning from the war and on her travels to the battlefields in 
France, for which she won the Pulitzer Prize in 1923.  The sto-
ries are in Willa Cather:  Collected Short Stories.  
  Agnes Robinson has a Master’s Degree from the University 
Vermont, and a diploma in English Studies from Cambridge 

University where her research and thesis were on the works of 
George Eliot.  She has enjoyed teaching English and writing at 
three colleges for over forty years, and at Senior University 
since its early years. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 

 

 

Monday afternoons  

at The Delaney & 

Georgetown Library 

 
Monday 
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 
The Delany, 359 Village Commons Blvd,  78633 
“Oil, War, and the Middle East” 
Dave Weinberg, PhD 
This class investigates the history of the petroleum industry in 
the Middle East, the relation between the US and Saudi Arabia, 
and the complexities related to any regional solution to the 
conflicts that seem to be endless.  This repeats the class 
offered in Fall 2016. 
  Dave earned his PhD in geology from Texas A&M University. 
He worked for Shell, CITGO, Conoco, the Idaho National Labora-
tory, and the Department of Homeland Security. He has been 
teaching adult education classes since 2009.  
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Monday 
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
Georgetown Public Library, Hewlett Room 
402 W. 8th, 78626 
“Marvels of Engineering” 
Michael Morrison, MS 
This course will look at marvels of engineering from ancient 
times to today. These achievements will include the Pyramids, 
Roman Colosseum, aqueducts, Great Wall of China, Panama 
Canal, Wright Brothers first flight, Hoover Dam, Golden Gate 
Bridge, first man on the moon, wind turbines, virtual reality, 
and many more. 
  Mike holds a Master of Science in Environmental Engineering 
from UT Arlington where he is an adjunct professor. Mike has 
taught engineering at all age levels including courses for profes-
sional certification. 
 
Monday 
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Georgetown Public Library, Hewlett Room 
402 W. 8th, 78626 
“Debt” 
Stephen Benold, MD 
This course will cover some of the actual finance of debt instru-
ments, debt in relation to household finance, the use of debt as 
a part of corporate finance, and national debt, and its relation 
to interest rates, inflation and economic growth. 
  Stephen Benold has been teaching economics and various oth-

This class is FULL 

This class is FULL 

This class is FULL 
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er courses for Senior University for 17 years.  His undergraduate 
degree was in Economics from Rice University where he was the 
Hayden Honor Scholar in Economics.  He retired as medical di-
rector of the Williamson County EMS, but he maintains a pri-
vate financial practice. 
 
 

Tuesday Mornings at  

First Baptist Church 
1333 W. University,  78628 

 
Tuesday 
8:30 am - 10:00 am 
E2.108-110 
“Drawing for Fun” 
Gary Miller, AIA 
This course will explore the styles and tricks of the cartoonists 
you enjoyed growing up. Focus will be on the human body in all 
its hilarious variations, composition and background. All rules 
will be broken if it gets a laugh. Work is in black and white only. 
Minimal supplies required. 
  Gary holds a Bachelors of Architecture from Ohio State Univer-
sity. Along with a career in architecture Gary spent a lifetime 
cartooning. He is the well-recognized cartoonist for the William-
son Sun. 
This course is limited to 10 students. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Tuesday 
8:30 am – 10:00 am 
E2.205 
Spanish III 
Gloria Gonzalez, MA 
This will be a continuing course in conversational Spanish.  The 
course is designed for those who have completed the Level II 
Spanish course.   
  Gloria Gonzalez earned her MA in Spanish at North Texas State 
University and has had 14 years teaching experience.  She has 
been a Senior University faculty member for several years.  The 
text for the course is Baron’s Learn Spanish the Fast and Fun 
Way, Third Edition. 
This course is limited to 20 students.  
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Tuesday  
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
E2.103 – 105 
“Investment Potpourri” 
Jeff Pantages, MS 
Topics for the course include:  (1)  Keys to Investments Success:  
How to be a better investor and reach your financial goals;  (2) 
The Panic of 2008:  A trip down memory lane; (3)  The Invest-
ment Wisdom of John Maynard Keynes; (4)  Robbing Peter to 
pay Paul:  The Schemes of Charles Ponzi and Bernie Madoff; (5)  
Early Financial Bubbles:  Tulipmania and South Seas Bubble; 
and (6)  Later Financial Bubbles:  The Crash of 1929 and Dotcom 

in the ‘90’s. 
  Jeff Pantages recently retired as Chief Investment Officer of 
Alaska Permanent Capital Management, an investment man-
agement firm with $4 billion under their management.  He 
worked in the investment management industry over 40 years 
and has contributed to major publications like Fortune and the 
Wall Street Journal.  Jeff has also taught classes at the university 
level. 
 
Tuesday 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
E2.209-211 
“Worldwide Travel” 
Vivian Davis, Coordinator 
This fascinating series of six sessions leads the class to diver-
gent cultures, peoples, and terrain by way of colorful 
slides.  The travelers who narrate these presentations include 
their descriptions of the humorous and not so humorous travel 
adventures.  Come travel with us!   
  Sept. 26   SOUTH AMERICA   Nancy Danley will share her  ex-
ploration in Peru, the Galapagos Islands and Ecuador.  High-
lights include the historic hilltop of Machu Picchu and snorkel-
ing in Darwin’s site of discovery.  Nancy also tells about living 
on their own for a month in Cuenca, Ecuador. 
  Oct.3   PORTUGAL  Ken Peters  gives  us an historian’s view  of  
this tiny country which became the first modern European na-
tion,  the first great maritime power, and the first among great 
European explorers.  Portugal is a lovely and varied  country 
and there is much to enjoy there while neighboring Spain often 
gets more recognition.   
  Oct. 10   ITALY   Brad Norrick tells about his independent train-
based tour in northern Italy where he visited cities featured  in 
Shakespeare’s best known plays.  Along the way there is also hik-
ing, antiquities, fine art and, of course, wonderful food and wine. 
  Oct. 17   ENGLAND   Jerry Sharp focuses on planning and  trav-
eling  on your own and discovering places off the beaten  path.  
From the seaside resort near Lymington we explore interesting 
towns.  We visit the Lake District, Oxford and Wittenham on the 
River Thames.  From London we  make  a two week tour around 
England, Wales &, Scotland.  
  Oct. 24   PATAGONIA  Bill Thornton takes us on a trek from 
cosmopolitan  Buenos Aires to the lake country of central Ar-
gentina  over the Andes to the coast of Chile.  There we visit 
Torres del Paine National Park and its imposing mountains  and 
unbelievable glaciers and the Iguazu Falls. 
  Oct. 31  ARAB  EMIRATES  Tony Livermore  contrasts life in the 
Middle East in the 60’s with his recent return  to Qatar, Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi.  Magnificent cities with skyscrapers and instal-
lations of Chihuly glass  have sprung up beside the mosques 
and suqs. 
 
Tuesday 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
E2.201-203 
“Profiles in Courage (Revisited and Revised)” 
Ken Peters, PhD 
Sixty years ago, when Sen. John F. Kennedy was recovering 
from a debilitating surgery, he had the idea for a book about 
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United States Senators who showed extraordinary courage in 
extraordinarily difficult circumstances.  Profiles in Courage was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Biography in 1957.  Since then 
questions have been raised about the extent of Sen. Kennedy’s 
authorship and whether his work deserved the honor it re-
ceived. The real interest in Kennedy’s book is how well his judg-
ments have held up in the light of changing interpretations; 
hence the subtitle “Revisited and Revised.” 
Copies of Profiles in Courage are available through Amazon, 
Abe Books, and other internet outlets.   
  Dr. Kenneth Peters received his BA from Southwestern Univer-
sity and his MA and PhD from the University of Texas.  After 
teaching history at Texas A&M, he received a Master of Theolo-
gy degree from Austin Presbyterian Seminary. 
This four-week course begins on October 10 and ends on October 31. 
 
Tuesday 
10:30 am – 11:30 am 
E2.207  
“Process of Self-Discovery” 
Herman Matthews, PhD 
Dr. Matthews will conduct a class exploring how we individually 
use our acquired knowledge.  Most of our acquired knowledge 
is used to understand the external world:  how to relate to and 
interact with others. 
  Dr. Matthews has an academic background in experimental 
Physics, Education, and Effective Communication.  He has been 
on the faculties of Oklahoma State University, Stanford Univer-
sity, Florida Atlantic University and the University of Texas.   
This course is limited to 15 students. 
 
Tuesday 
10:30 am – 11:30 am 
E2.201-203 
“Great Art Collectors” 
Karen Pope, PhD 
Dr. Pope will present an illustrated excursion through six im-
portant US art collections, considering the formation of the 
collections and the reasons for their high status among muse-
ums.  The collections are:  Getty Center, LA; Karolik Collection, 
MFA Boston; Whitney, NY City; Phillips Collection, Wash. DC; 
Havemeyer Collection, Met. Museum of Art; Peggy Guggen-
heim Collection, Venice. 
  Dr. Pope (PhD from UT) is a specialist in the modern art of Eu-
rope and America.  She retired in May 2015 from a full-time 
position on the Baylor University faculty.  Dr. Pope also offers 
lecture programs, art museum daytrips, and art history-rich 
study tours in the US and Europe. 
 
Tuesday 
10:30 am- 12:00 noon 
E2.209-211 
“Britannia Rules the Waves” 
Todd Clayton, MBA 
Tiny England went to sea and built the largest empire in the 
world. As the world’s first superpower England had a huge in-
fluence on world events. This course outlines the significant 
events of the last 400 years showing how England achieved its 

empire and helped shape our modern world. 
  Todd holds an MBA from Harvard Business School. He served in 
the US Navy as an officer qualified in nuclear powered subma-
rines. A lifelong sailor, Todd enjoys teaching about maritime 
history. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Tuesday 
10:30 am – 12:00 noon 
E2.205 
“Spanish VI” 
Gloria Gonzalez, MA 
This will be a continuing course in conversational Spanish.  The 
course is designed for those who have completed the Level V 
Spanish course. 
  Gloria Gonzalez earned her MA in Spanish at North Texas State 
University and has had 14 years teaching experience.  She has 
been a Senior University faculty member for several years.  The 
text for the course is Baron’s Learn Spanish the Fast and Fun 
Way, Third Edition. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Tuesday 
10:30 am – 12:00 noon 
E2.102 
“Jerome Robbins’ Choreography: A Sampling” 
Rosalie Schellhous, PhD 
The American dancer and choreographer Jerome Robbins has 
gathered as many honors as any choreographer in history.  He 
worked within many styles and theatrical traditions, from the 
vernacular to the most serious.  His extensive contributions to 
Broadway musicals such as West Side Story, Fiddler on the 
Roof, Gypsy, and Peter Pan, are well known and celebrated, but 
his achievements as a dancer and his extensive work in classical 
ballet are sometimes slighted in the biographical and historical 
writings. 
  Dr. Schellhous is retired from the faculty at Michigan State 
University College of Music, where she taught Music History, 
Music Theory, Bibliography, and Research Methods, and served 
as chair of the Musicology Area.  She has taught at Senior Uni-
versity since 2005. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Locations: 

Sun City Social Center, 2 Texas Drive, 78633 

Sun City Activities Center, 1 Texas Drive, 78633 

The Delaney, 359 Village Commons Blvd, 78633   

Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. 8th, 78626 

First Baptist Church, 1333 W. University, 78628 

Southwestern University (directions available at  
Www.southwestern.edu/visit) 

This class is FULL 



 5 

 

Tuesday evenings at 

Southwestern University 
(directions available at www.southwestern.edu/visit) 

 
 
Tuesday 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
Olin Hall, Room 105 
“The Mystery of Life’s Origin: Reassessing Current Theories”  
Walter Bradley, PhD 
In this class, we will explore the history of the scientific investi-
gation of the origin of life beginning with the famous experi-
ment performed by Pasteur in 1860.  Next, we will define what 
functions distinguish living from non-living matter.  Then we will 
learn the simple chemical processes in living systems that pro-
vide these distinctive functions.  Finally, we will consider how 
this amazing "molecular machinery" came to be by reviewing 
the current technical literature to see strengths and weakness-
es of the various hypotheses. 
  Dr. Bradley received his BS in Engineering Science and his PhD 
in Materials Science and Engineering, both from the University 
of Texas.  He has been a college professor for 42 years at Texas 
A & M University and Baylor University.  With his technical 
background he has conducted his own research on the origin of 
life, co-authored a book on the subject, published articles and 
given lectures at many top-ranked universities in the U.S. and 
overseas. 
This course is 1 ½ hours long. 
 
Tuesday  
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Olin Hall, Room 105 
“Major Figures from History” 
Sam Smith, MS 
Mr. Smith will review some of the most tantalizing personalities 
in history in this six-part series.  The historical review covers 
personalities from queens, generals, to show girls- including 
their personal lives and their places in our history.     
  Eleanor of The Aquitaine:  Only surviving child of the Duke of 
Aquitaine.  A true leader in a world that did not value females. 
  Lola Montez:  Stage name of the daughter of a British father 
and Irish mother and raised in India.  Why does she keep pop-
ping up in modern times? 
  The Soong Sisters:  Ai-Ling, Ching-Ling and Mai-Ling; daugh-
ters of the adventurer who built a new dynasty. 
  Lord Horatio Nelson:  Commanded the largest fleets of his 
times and preserved the British Empire. 
  Captain John Paul Jones:  One of the early Americans who 
“colluded” with the Russians.  He distinguished himself in single 
ship battles against the British fleet. 
  John Patterson:  Built one of America’s most successful corpo-
rations.  His innovative business development influenced the 
unique American experience. 
  Mr. Smith is a retiree who moved to Georgetown two years 
ago from California.  Mr. Smith started his career in the US Air 

Force at the age of 17 and retired at the age of 38 after serving 
in Asia and Europe.  He has degrees in Engineering from the 
University of Oklahoma and the University of Southern Califor-
nia. 
 

 

 

Presents A 

Free Public and Open to the Public Lecture 

 

“FBI Hostage  
Negotiations: What We 
Learned from Waco ”  

 

 

Given by  

Jerry Adams,  FBI - retired 

and 

Byron Sage, FBI - retired 

 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

9:00 am 

Sun City Social Center Ballroom 

 

Sun City Social Center 

2 Texas Drive, 

Georgetown, Texas 78633 

 

Refreshments will be provided 


